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Col. Hoffman, his lovely wife Joyce and their

two daughters, Jessica Marie and Jennifer
Gabrielle will soon begin a new life in his
hometown in New York. I know I speak for the
entire McGuire community in wishing Steve
and his family the very best as they leave the
U.S. Air Force. I offer my personal thanks and
the thanks of an appreciative nation as he be-
gins a new chapter in his life.
f
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SPEECH OF
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OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 6, 1998

Mr. REYES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to celebrate
the accomplishments and friendship of Con-
gressman ESTEBAN TORRES who will be retir-
ing from the House of Representatives at the
end of this session. He is truly an inspirational
leader who will leave this legislative body with
the respect and admiration of his colleagues.

His life story reflects the value of hard work
and determination. Growing up the son of
Mexican immigrants during the depression, he
has remained a humble and dignified individ-
ual. He has never forgotten his roots nor the
sacrifices made by his parents and their gen-
eration in speaking out for all Americans.

After serving in the United States Army as
a Korean War conflict veteran, his military
service was just the beginning of a life of serv-
ice. Working as an auto plant worker, he be-
came a labor leader throughout the 1960’s
and ever since has stood up for the working
people of this country and around the world.
His leadership was soon recognized within the
labor movement and led him to speak on be-
half of workers rights throughout the Americas.
His advocacy on behalf of better pay, com-
pensation, benefits and conditions for workers
led to his involvement in the broader commu-
nity by starting a community development cor-
poration in East Los Angeles which grew into
one of the largest anti-poverty agencies in the
nation.

Fortunately his international diplomacy and
economic development abilities were recog-
nized by President Jimmy Carter. In 1976,
Congressman TORRES answered the call of
the President, and served as Ambassador to
the United Nation’s Education, Scientific and
Cultural Organization and later as Special As-
sistant to the President for Hispanic Affairs.

Seeing an opportunity to serve as an elect-
ed official, we should all be grateful that in
1982 Congressman TORRES won a seat in this
House, and has honorably served in the
House of Representatives for the past 15
years.

Since coming to this legislative body he has
worked to improve the quality of life for all
Americans by bringing greater job opportuni-
ties, protecting consumers, and cleaning up
the environment. He has taken a lead role in
bills impacting Trade, Banking, Crime, Hous-
ing, and Economic Development. Throughout,
he has been a powerful voice for minorities
and the working people of the United States.

His committee assignments on Appropria-
tions and Banking and his leadership position
as Deputy Democratic Whip reflect his tremen-
dous ability to bring together diverse interests

and work toward common goals. Moreover, as
Chairman of the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus, he set a high standard for addressing the
important issues of the growing Hispanic pop-
ulation.

Congressman TORRES is a person who has
always provided me with invaluable guidance
and support. I will always appreciate his ef-
forts to improve conditions along the United
States-Mexico border which is so important for
my community.

He is a true champion of the people, a
friend, and someone whose departure will be
greatly felt in this legislative chamber. His
work on behalf of the 34th Congressional dis-
trict of California was tremendous, and his
constituents can always be proud of the dif-
ference his tenure made for their community.
I wish him well in his future pursuits as I know
that he will remain engaged and active in
working to bring greater opportunities for
Americans everywhere.
f
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor one of my Congressional District’s very
dedicated individuals, Carney Campion. Car-
ney is being honored as he retires from the
Golden Gate Bridge, Highway and Transpor-
tation District after 23 years of successful in-
novative transportation leadership. I am proud
to mark this occasion with his family, friends,
and colleagues on November 30, 1998 as we
celebrate his truly remarkable accomplish-
ments.

Carney Campion is widely recognized as a
transportation pioneer in his service to Califor-
nia’s North Coast. As the eighth General Man-
ager of the Bridge District, Carney success-
fully balanced a comprehensive transportation
plan that effectively kept the North Coast
linked to San Francisco. Due to Carney’s
strong leadership skills he was able to adapt
the changing needs of our communities to the
needs of individuals. He reduced automobile
traffic and congestion, while protecting the en-
vironment with efficient and reliable alter-
natives such as buses and ferries.

Carney’s career accomplishments are many.
Among the most noteworthy are the develop-
ment and modernization of the unified bus and
ferry system; the implementation of the Dis-
trict’s public awareness, environmental health
and public safety program; the purchase of the
abandoned Northwestern Pacific Railroad
right-of-way from Novato to Willits for vital fu-
ture rail service; and his fervent commitment
to the seismic safety of the Golden Gate
Bridge.

Carney has been instrumental in the ad-
vancement of electric toll collection systems
on bridges throughout the world. As a long
time advocate of North Coast transportation
matters, he served as Past President to the
Board of Directors on the Electric Toll and
Traffic Management Task Force, and Vice
Chair to the International Task Force of the
International Bridge, Tunnel, and Turnpike As-
sociation. In his many impressive civic en-
deavors, Carney has served as Secretary,
Treasurer and Vice President to the Press

Club of San Francisco during his 35 years of
membership. He was also Vice President of
the Marin Forum, and Director of the YMCA/
Marin and the Marin Theatre Company.

Mr. Speaker, it is my great pleasure to pay
tribute to Carney Campion. The North Coast
owes Carney Campion a great deal of grati-
tude for his tireless efforts throughout his 23
years of public service at the Golden Gate
Bridge District. I extend my hearty congratula-
tions and best wishes to Carney, his wife
Kathryn of 45 years, his six children, and ten
grandchildren for continued success and joy in
the years to come. Carney Campion will be
missed, and remembered.
f
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Wednesday, October 14, 1998

Mr. THOMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to commend Ms. Mary Tullis of Rosedale, Mis-
sissippi. Ms. Tullis is a shining example for
both recipients of public assistance and gov-
ernment policy makers of the ability for hard-
working people to escape welfare when pro-
vided with the proper community support.

No longer requiring public assistance, Ms.
Tullis was recently awarded a ‘‘Success Story
Award’’ by the United States Small Business
Administration. She is now serving as a stu-
dent assistant for the Center for Community
Development, which is cosponsored by the
SBA and the Small Business Development
Center at Delta State, and will be applying for
a position as a graduate assistant in the 1999
Spring Semester.

Ms. Tullis has been attending Delta State
University for the past 3 years and will grad-
uate with a major in Sociology in December.
She is on the Dean’s List and has been
named a Faculty Scholar. Once in graduate
school, Ms. Tullis hopes to write her thesis on
matters relating to ‘‘Welfare, Women and Edu-
cation: Attaining and Sustaining Financial
Independence.’’

Ms. Tullis sets an example not just as a
dedicated worker, but also as a superb parent.
She is 47 years old, single, and a mother of
11 children ranging from 9 to 32 years old.
Five of her children are in college, one is on
scholarship at Yale University and another is
almost a senior on scholarship at a boarding
school in New England. Two of her children
have already received degrees, one in Nursing
and the other in Law and Economics.

In addition to her individual achievements,
Ms. Tullis has unselfishly sought to assist
other public assistance recipients in following
her course. A volunteer for numerous commu-
nity services, she has recently been selected
to be a member of the Americorps Delta Serv-
ice Corps. Her work in the Delta Service
Corps will include educating and promoting
community awareness in the values of being a
volunteer, and she will also assist in creating
the Community Service Projects and Signature
Projects to locate resources which can be
used for further development.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Ms. Tullis for her
outstanding achievements, and I would also
like to complement Delta State and all the
community service organizations which pro-
vided her with support in her persistent drive
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